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Taday it i more snd incer evideni o syone who deals with the public
o these suhjects that i question of extraierresivial lile is inseparable
from the guestion of unidentified flying objecs (UFO) ia the public
mind, In 1982 Dv David W. Swifi, profesor of sociology st the
Univensity of Hawall, wiote he win sure heliel in extraterresial
mclligence (ET1) snd UFOs js strongest in the most influential stratum
of the ppilation i the LISA. that . amang betier-informed, hipher-
income peaple.

virtually unchanged from those recorded in o previous 1978 survey of
the same kind (with 51% expressing their belie! in extraerestrisl life.
I3 denying this possibility snd 16% ansure), but comiderably more
people now than o either 1973 oy 1966 believe in the exisience of
extraterrestrial bemps (46% mnd 4% of believers, 8% and 46% of
sespticy and 16% and X% of unsure subjects respectively)

Similarly, wday 49% of those who have heard o read shout UFCh
think they are real, while 30% are doubtful and 21% uncertain. This
means that belie! in LIFOs is down dightly fram its peak in 1978, when
5T% of US citizens thought they were real, only 27% conakdered them
imaginary and 16% were unpare. Today's percentages (sl between the
reslts of the 1973 and 1966 polls, which yickded 4% and 46% of
beliovers, 3% and 2% of sceptics and 16% and 2% of unsure
sislrjects respecaively,

These figures show an evideni comolidstion of the opinion of
one-hall of the LS public: in s beliel in both ET1 and UFOs (0% and
4% respectively). while only aoe-third still deny their existence

A curiown detndl i thist, as far @ beliet in ETT in concerned, women
oo 10 e more soeptical than men (4% and 62% respectively ), while
men and somen share the same apinions sbour UFOs (500% and £9%
empectively). Moreaver, people aged 50 snd older are les convinped
than their jumion thas evther phemomencon has o bads in fadt, bl more
wlder than pounper adilis are wndecided, L but oot least, belie] in the
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