Froc. of 1981 CWO5 Coni.

109

EVIDENCE FOR UFOs IN THE ITALIAN PAST

ROBERTO PINOTTI

Today, when mess media stert talking about
UFOlugy, they wusually conmect it to the
SO-calleg "Ancient Astronaut" theory. As far
as | am concerned, In my books snd articles |
have aluays warned the public agalnst any
indiscriminate connection bDetween this stimu-
lating theory, which is ©bullt on some
interesting facts, but also on many
Ulscropunicivs, and the systemalic study of

hlstutical ducunents describing apparent Uf0s
in the past.

As ufoluglsts, we may be Interested in
this theory. But it is necessary to emphasize
Ltnat UFD researcn as soch  most try tp focus,
@oove all, on the nature of WO sightings erd
evidence tuday as well as in the past and not
on speculations, legends and archesological
anomalies in the Light of a0 a priori inter-
pretetion of history--the [dea that estra-
terrestrial beings must have wvisited our
planul several times in the pout, OF Gl e,
tis is far from being  impussibles mevir the-
lese, the Anclent Astronaut theory, from a
sclentitic polot of view, still suffers from
a luck of suppurting evideece, since no
defindtive promt of extra=Lerrestrisl boter-
venLiun is avelloble ot present. but, on the
COnbraly, o du lwee sume histurlcol evidence
of UbU-Like geicriptions, also in Lhe past,
It is just o guestion of finding them ang
teydng to  interpret them, of Ler having
Compared them with today's LUFO evidgence., In
ltaly wur classical heritage makes this nea-
Lismanlstic appruscn pussible,

We  know thot even Ln Rowsn Lleees wwusual
ofial  plenumig  were Cepoited. The besl

anthology of such sightings is

Pr
Liber LI\E Jﬁuf Frndlgulfﬂ by%

histor wiho extracted
them frum the original works of Cicero, Titus
Livius, Seneca and many other well-known
Latin suthors. Most of these "prodigies” may
be explained today with natural or
atmospheric phenomeria, of course. But some

uf them still baffle any comwentional
explanation, Let ws mention just teo
examples from the 1552 ecltion In our
pussession;

when C. Marius and L. Valerius were
consuls, in Targuinia, a thing like

a llaming torch was seen in different
places falling suddenly from the sky,
Towards sunset, a circular flying ab-
ject, similar in its shape to a burning
“clypeus" [Lhe round shield used by
Roman legionaries)], was seen crossing
Lhe sky from west Lo east,

Tnis description of an wnknown aerial
phenomenan, which occurred in 98 B.C., is too
limited Lo permit us to interpret this event.
But what is strange here ls the use of the
term "clypeus," the round, light Roman war
shield with a typical, semi-spherical rein-
forcemeni. structure at Its center; in other
words, an [deal representation of a domed
"daylight odisc" of today. Is this just a
cuincioence?

In the territory of Spoletum [Usbrial, a
globe of fire, golden In color, fell to
Lhe earth, and ascended into the sky,
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where It obscured the gisc of the sun
with fte Ledilisee, L turmed Losands
the eastorn quadrant ol the sky.

Tnis event occurred in B9 B.C., and its
description cannot be easily esplained in
terma of known nMotural phenomens, On the
colittary, a WO lading and Lukeul ! of Loday
would be reported with similai words.

A Roman sclentist, Pliny Utwe Cloer, Lried

tuo classify serial phenceens, In his
Naturulis historis (Natural History) e
ok s I hyhing Wociv." Lo s )

B Lompadas® { laages ), and "bol fdes® (1ot L)
as well as  "Lrabes dgnltee™ (Leoms ol tire).
Pliny stetegd Lhet UWUese [lying "beams of

flre"® used to appear and shine suddenly In
the sky (Book 2, Xxavl).

In Ovsequers' FProdiglorum Liber we £ing
several cases of such Lieams fire,"
Shouly we include them in  Pliny's
clossification 4s natural or astronomical
prenomena? This is a very difficult question

Lo answer, us Dr, Marta Luching Chionett) re-
marks In her graduation thesis (University of
Turin) sbout Conradus Lycosthenes (whose real
nane was Karl Wwolffnart), the 16Lh century
Cerman humanist who editeg Progigiorum Lioer,
integrating the lacunas in thw uriglnal test
with quotations from tne originsl Latin
Sources a» well as with descriptions of
similat phenomeis that ocpurred in the Micdie
Aues ond even in his own time. *

As a matter of fact, na  natural
esplanation seems to accuunt for events of
this king, For Instonce, Lycostnenes
mentions events like tne following one (page
S27): "In 1520 A.D. in England, ot vereford,
a colossal oeam of fire was seen in the sky,
Rpproscning the sarth, it buined meny  Lhiogs
with its heat. After this, it ascended inlo
the sky again and was seen to change its

FLYING “"FIERY BEAM" FROM THE RENAISSANCE
EDITION OF PRODIGIORUM LIBER

shape into a circle of fire.® Tnis
dewcription hus suruly nothing to do with any
ki natural phenomenon. On the contrary,
it sounds Llike the perfect replica of a UFD
nuar-landing In a typlcal close encounter of
:?:r :m:uu kind -charscterized by thermal
i feCls, .

Other historical documents mention simllar
"beams of fire® in the 16th century. In
Berwenuto Cellini's autoblography we muy
read: "We sounted on horse, and we went
uickly towsrds Rome, At nightfall we had
fudihad the Ltop of a hill, and cesting a
pglance behind our bocks we buth cried out at
the: same Lime: "My Cod! What [s that huge
thing over Florence?' It was just like a
gigantic beam of fire, sparkling and shining.
« « 4" (from Benvenuto Cellini's Ls Vits,
Book 1, Chapter B9). Unfortunately, Cellini
does not glve us other detalls.

On October 7. 157, 410 years ago, @
famous historical event determined the
destiny of western civilization. Cverybody is
avare of the declsive naval batile betuwewn
Cnristianity ana Islam in the waters of
Lepanto, In which ships of the Christlan
League destroyed the Turklsn Mlest; however,
only a few know of an Interesiing detall,
which we may read in the works of Father
Alberto Cuglielmotti, the official historlan
of Lne Roman Pope's Navy.

In his words, "the night before the 21st
aof Seplesber a sign was seen in the sky, and
everybody considered it a miracle. The night
was quite calm and falr, with a fresh north
wind and all the stars clearly visible and
bright. Then suddenly,” Father Guglielsotti
wiote, according to the eyewitness accounts
reported by Sereno and Caracciolo, "a huge,
flaming snining pillar of fire was seen . . .
crossing the night alr for a long time,
filling all the witnesses with great wonder.®

Father Cuglielmott] continues:

Today we know we must consider not only
wills-g'-the-wisp and St, Elmo's fires,
but also fire-balls and beams of Fire
like Lhis one as electric and pneumatic
punomena of the atmosphere typical and
frequent ouring susmer time; neverthe-
lews, all the witnesses consldered this
uf good omen, foreboding a great victory.
Tiwy thought that the plillar of fire was
showing them the way, gulding the Chris-
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tian fleot in the sea as in biblical
times it guideo the people of lsrael in
L dﬂ:-rl'.'r'-.. L

Curlously, Guglielmottl
event to the "“pillar of
enticipating certain ideas of
of  the Anclent Astronsut theary ., In any
case, we are facing only more or luss
detailed genersl oescriptions of such UFD-
like phenomena in the past, and this is not
enough, From a sclentific point of wview, we
teed more and mure convinelng vweldence,

connects  this
Flrue" of Exodus,
Lhe supporters

As we may see by observing the
Quantitative trend of UFD reparts In Italy,
our country experienced four blg UFO "wavesh
after the end of the Second World War, in a
real crescendo, The peak years were 1950,
1956, 1973 and 1976. In 1977, our UFD study
organization, Centro Ufoloylco Nazionale
(CUM), published the results of the first
computerized analysis of an  Itallan “wavoe,"
making wse of & catalogue of 356 UFD events
in 1954, The 1954 [tallan wove was parallel
to the well-known French one of that year,
but its Importance was ignared for years
abroad, and even now Internstional ufology is
rot aware of that Interesting budy of slight-
ings just for language reasons--in other
wards, because of mere transletion problems,

On October 27, 1954, in broad dayllght,
two Flying lunminous clgar-shaped objects that
wure followed by a sort of wnite and . cloudy
wake were observed by many Lnhabltants of
Prato (a suburu uf Florence) in Tuscany, and
in particular by the two landlords af the San
Marco Hotel, Cennaro Lucchettl ano Pletro
Lestruccl. Swiftly, after a 45 degree turn
In the sky, the tws UFDs howoed towarcd
Flarence silently, In o coupled flight
furmalion.

Just a Mew minutes later, In Florence, a
footbull nmatch wes Interrupted because of
UWls, The football teams of both Florence
and Plstols and the referee on the playing
fleld as well as the public, saw the two
saucer-like objects hovering over the
stadiuwm, In other parts of Lown, hundreos of
peogle saw "flying saucers" crossing the sky

in pairs. At the same time, as all newspaper
accounts reported and emphasizod, a strange

and woolly white substance, soft ang frayed,
fell down from the sky while Lhe mysterlous
objects were maneuvering high, As a 10-year-
uld pupil at thet time, [ still remember the
rools of Florence whitened by it,
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An engineering student at the Unlversity
of Florence, Alfredo Jacopozzi, put some
pleces of this substance inside a glass con-
tainer, sealed it, and carried it to the
Institute of Analytic Chemistry of the
University of Florence, Wnile on Lhe
outside, the suwstance was beginning to vola-
tice, Jocopozzl asked the ODirector of the
Institute, Prof, Glovanni Cannerl, to analyze
it, This wss the official result of the
microscople and spectrographic analyses made
Ly Prof. Cennerl and nis assistant, Prof,
Danllo Cozzl:
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Translaled:

It is a substance with a fibrous struce
ture, characterized by a remarkable
mechanical resistance to both traction
and torsion, Heat mskes it brown,
orlginuting & Musible and transparent
residue. This fusible residue proved
to be, from a spectrographic point of
vied, a conination of buron, silicon,
calclum and magnesium, Oy mere suppo-
sitlan, In the microchemical scale this
substance might be a baron-silicon glass.
But the absence of any oxygen molecule
in its chemical composition does not
suppart this hypothesis,
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Inis offlciul analysis of a wysterious
wubntance fallitg from the =ky in dilferent
sreas uf Tuscasny as UFDs were maneuvering is
still unkruown abroad, in spite of uhe fack
thet it Is mentioned by ltalisn ufologists in
their books. foday, after CUN's guantitative
Lumputer e enulysis, o devper reseatch
shows that ouring the 1954 ltallan UFD wave,
we had st least 29 reported events involuving
the falling of this substance, known in
Engllsh-speaking countries as "angel's hair®
and  In France as "fils de ls vierge.," And
4 of trmem are associated with Lthe presence
of  UF0s dn trwe  sky obove. 1o the Light of
this commcction, pernaps what we may read
sbout thls problem in NICAP's The WO
Fuloisnce, as well as in Allan Hendry's The
UFD  Handoook, and in Ronalad Stary's The
Lncyc a of UFDs s tor from the last
wurd Jbuut tnis seemingly UU-related pheno-
senon. Here we have the catalogue of the
Wangel's luir® falls during the 1954 lwallan
UFD wawid

(Let me  thark Prof, Solas Boncompagni, Mr.
Pier Luigl Sani and all the other authors of
UFD in Itelis: L'Ongats del 1954 (UF0s in
Ttinly: The 1996 "dave® , the Ttallan ulolu-
yists who pursued further CUN's original
corputerlzed  snalysis in  their oetalled
report Frum which these werlfied dats wwie
wablfaLted, )

Tres UMO fuidence lists 43 esanples of
Pampd's badr ww/or  gusseser talls,™ with
anly two Itallan cases (votn of 1954). Two
other well-knuwn wevents of  this kind from
Italy not irwoluing the presence of UFDs
pccurred In the same zone of the Adriatic
coast at Porto Caribalol on Noveaber 6, 1960,
afid ot Lomacchio on Detoler 18, 18966, In
this case, the natural origin of the sumples
Pvolved was sSuggested Ly GUhe 1esults ul
Lhiebl ohalysis ot  Lhe Unfversity of Bulogna,
guite gifferent from Prof, CLanneri's and the
Gels Hospital lab's conclusions.

This maans that at  lesst 27 lepurtant
angel's Nait cases were ignoied by NICAH any
in the United Ststes. No wonoer there iz a
Lenerally Aegative  attitude Dy tuday's
American ufologists facing this problem in
UFD researcn, Let me emplasize again Lhat 24
of  the 199 ltalian UFD wawve Cases were
sssoc lated with UFD sightings, while only 23
in tree 43 Llsted in The WU Evidence were
cnarscterized Ly concomitant UFO  pleiadeia,

Fimgill

Inis means, in my oplnion, that a nes
approach in the study of such cases seams Lu
be necessary in the USA. Surely splder webs
are not the only explanation for the so-
called angel's halr phenomenon.

On the contrary, facing the problem from a
statistical polnt of view, a comparison of
such phenomena from the French and Itallan
cases seems to indicate that events of this
king are assoclated with -the presence of
Saturn-shaped Doylight Discs maneuvering on
high along with the presence of at least one
biy cylindrical UFO.

I think ‘we must remember the classic
Oloron signting of October 17, 1952, which
occurred in the southwest of France. At 12:50
p.m., a white flying cyllnder emitting a sort
of white smoke, followed by a gQroup of other
objects shaped like reddish spheres with
yellow rings all around, were seen by many
citizens, At the sam Lime, we had a classic
*angel's hair® fall. A sclence professor in
we local high school, Dr. Poulet, did not
succeed in analyzing the fallen substance
pefore it vasporized, but confirmed Ehose
fibers burned like cellophane when ignited.
Ihe Saturn-shaped objects hovered over the
area in palrs with zigzag movements, After
10 days, on October 27, all this appeared
over Gaillac (Tarn) followed by another
mangel's hair® fall. [C, AND FIGURE 2]

french authorities were wvery interested in
these casss since Lhey could suggeat Lhe
presence of gigantic carrier-like alrcraft
flying and maneuvering on high and launching
several disc-shaped "flylng saucers® in the
atmosphere for reconnaissance missions and
grouped flights in formation., Exactly luo
yeurs later, in Italy, the same thing
occurred. Once again we had "flying cigars”
ur cylindrical objects, as well as smaller
Suturn-shuped UF0s in formation. Alleged urFo
photographs (0] in the Italian press in 1954
seem to confirm all the eyewitness accounts
of this kind, as well as a 1966 phatographic
Case,

By mere chance, In 1969 CUN knew that a
Bologna bank official had photographed &
strange aerlal phenomenon in September 196E.
He did not like to be intruded upon, but at
Last he aomitted he photographed two luminous
oujects after sunset along the coast of
Cargano, an RAdriatic peninsula in southern
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CATALOGUE OF “ANGEL'S MAIR" FALLS DURING 1954 IN 1TALY
GATE NO, PLACE TIME CONCOMT TANT PI-E!IHH
Oct. 27, 1954 1 Sesto Florenting 1:30 pm 1 D0 splits into 3 FOs
Oct. 27, 1954 2 Ciolica Alta (Prato) 2-2:20 pm 1 00 near-landing
Oct. 27, 1854 3 Florence & suburbs 2:20-3:30 Several DD In pairs
[+ (football match inter-
rupted] samples analyzed
in university lab de-
fined "combination of
boron, silicon, cal-
cium and fum®)
Oct, 27, 195% &4 Sjiena 2:30 pm Several D0 (grouped)
Oct, 27, 1954 S5 Lucca 3 pm - None
Oct. 28, 1954 6 Cniusi daytime 3 0D (grouped)
Oct, 28, 1954 7 Siena dayt Lme 1S 00 in formation
Oct. 28, 1954 B8 Consuma (Arezzo) morning Skyquake
Dct. 28, 1954 9 Rome 4:00 pm 3 00 (grouped)
Oct. 29, 1954 10 Macciano (Slena) morning 100
Oct. 23, 19% 11 Citta dells Pleve 0.30 pm 2 00
(Perugia)
Oce. 29, 195 12 Calenzano (Prato) 1:00 pm Several DO
Oct, 29, 1954 13 S, Meuro a Signa 1:00 pm Several 0D
(Florence)
Oct. 29, 1954 14 Scarperia (Florence) 1-2:30 pm Several 0D ("very hlm'{
Oct, 29, 1954 15 S, Pietro Agliana, af turnoon Several 00 (“very high"
Montale Ml_ ana,
S, Marcello Pistoiese,
Lizzano (Pistoia)
Oct. 29, 1954 16 Florence 2:00 pm HNone
Oct. 29, 19454 17 Settignana, 2:00 pm None
Canpi Qisenzio,
Hlfrﬂdl.
Prato (Florence),
1 "Willages in the
Pistola area"
Oct. 30, 1954 18 Cetona (Siena) daytime None
Oct. 30, 195 19 Perugia 11:10 an 1 00 (purple-blue sphere)
Oct. 31, 1954 20 Pietrasanta (Lucca) 7:00 pm 100
Nov. B, 1954 21 FRome
tions of 20 MD in single
X-shaped formation,
"yery high®
Nou. 6, 1954 22 Civitaveccnla (Rome) 11:30 am 100
hNov. 10, 1954 23 Perugia T:30 am 2 00
Nov., 11, 1954 24 Lucca . 3:00 pm 200
Now. 12, 195 25 Rome 1:30 pm 2 0D
Nov, 13, 1954 26 Crosseto afl ternoon 200
Nou. 14, 195 27 Cela (Sicily) 10:45 am 20 0 (samples analyzed
In hospital lsb defined:
"glass-like fibers")
Nov, 14, 1954 28 Casaloldo (Mantua) afternoon 1 0D splitting into 2
. UFOs (local football
match interrupted)
Dec. 4, 1954 29 5. Glullano (Arezze) 1:00 pm 100
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OLORON AND GAILLAC, FRANCE IN 1922
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D. A "FLYING SAUCER" PHOTOGRAPHED OVER
SIENA ON OCTOBER 28th, 1958.

—

Italy. He was not interested in what he had
photographed, but did went to protect his
privecy, =0 we promised rot to reveal his
name in order to obtain this color slide. It
was examined and analyzed by a professional
photographer, in whose opinion no forgery
seems technically possible. Besicdes, a hoax
seems psychologically illogical in a persen
guite unwilling to be mentioned.

In any case, a professional enlargement of
what Mr. Gerardo Bagnulo photographed (today,
after his death, we of CUN can mantion his
name) reveals an unexpected chromatic
difference between the tuo luminous objects,
Just a point and a segment of whitish light
in the original color slide. [E] They proved
to be & cylindrical blue-green-greyish
structure and a clircular body with a reddish-
orange nucleus and a yellow ring all around.
And this is just the way one of the Dloren
case witnesses, Yves Prigent, described the
Saturn-shaped UFDs he saw through his

binoculars, A very remarkable colncidence,
indesd!
This perfect replica of the 1952 Franch

"soucoupes volantes” and of the 1954 Italian
"dischi volanti" could be compared also with
the well-known photographs of a Daylight Disc
cver Trindade Island, snapped from the

Brazillan Navy's ship "Almirante Saldanha" on
January 16, 1958, and later authenticated by
Srazillan autharities, But neither the Trin-
dade D0 nor the Cargano UFDs could be
associated with "angel's halr" falls,

— — — - ——y

o Yeg
[N

-

THE TRINDADE ISLAND DAYLIGHT DISC
(JANUARY 16TH, 1958)
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E. PHOTO OF AERIAL PHENOMENON AND ENLARGEMENT TAKEN [N SEPTEMBER,1966 OVER
THE GARGANO PENINSULA IN SOUTHERN ITALY.

G. DAYLIGHT DISC PHOTOGRAPHED
OVER NAMUR, BELGIUM ON AERIAL PHENOMENA SEEN IN NUREMBURG ON APRIL 14,1561
JUNE 5, 1955 mentfoned by C. 6. JUNG IN HIS BOOK FLYING SAUCERS

(Collection Wickiana, Zurich Central Library]

—_— ‘ - — ——
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As far as we know, one of the latest mass
sightings involving the same objects seen in
1852 and 1954 in France and Italy occurred
over the town of Talissay (Philippine
Islands) on April 189, 1979, People sau “a
"mother ship' emitting several smaller discs
in a V-shaped formation,” Thelr reported
landings in the Carapale Valley caused an
official military inquiry.

In history, a visual representation of a
recorded event must be considered partial
evidence of it, froma scientific polnt of
view, Far example, we could u, that the
world-famous Bayeusx Tlmtrv is Iniﬂl
visual side-svidence the B-tt
Hastings. And in ufn].uqr. of course, visual
evidence is very Important. As we have seen,
there are many recorded descriptions of
UFD-1ike merial phenomena of the past in the
works of ssyveral historians, But, unfor-
tunately, they are just descriptions and
nothing more, without any visual representa-
tion providing more conwincing evidence. And
as a visual event, an ldeal UFD sighting of
the past ought to be supported not only by
historical tradition, but also by a represen-
tation of it s we know it along with its
effects, if any.

Maybe we may find all this in the painting
of Masolino da Panicale nemed "I1 Miracolo
della Neve" ("The Miraculous Snmowfall"). In
it we have the visual representation of a
very strange event inwolulng Pope Liberius
(352-366 A.D,). According to this historical
tradition, in a dream the Pope was ordered by
angels to build a mew church in Rome, right
in the place where a miraculous snowfall
would manifest itself. On the next day, a
strange snow-like substance fell from the
sky, conktrary ta normal weather during a hot
m?.mt day. The phenomenon was limited to

y the amrea of Rome In which the Santa
Maria iora basilica was later built. In
Masolino's representation, we sse the Roman
Pope indicating the perimeter of the future
basilica in the area whitened by the
miraculous snow, still falling from strange
clouds, Christ and the Virgin are obsarving
everything from heaven above, of course. [F)

What was the cause of this "impossible"
snowfall? Masolino da Panicale, In his
painting, represents a detalled scene of the
event, with the snow falling from a big and
elongated "cloud," greyish and cigar-shaped,
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under which smaller clouds are wvisible. A
close look at these clowds, moreover, shous
that they are not ordinery clouds. They are
all clearly outlined and not vaporous, and
are represented two-by-two and identically,

with only their upper part lightened, like
most domed 0Dsa,

The event occurred in August, so spider
webs ought to be excluded as a possible
explanation of this phenomeron. As a matter
of fact, Allan Hendry emphasizes in his The
urg that spider webs usually appear
espec during October. On the contrary,
If we compare the strange clouds of
Masolino's painting with a Daylight Disc
photograph from a newspaper allegedly snapped
over Siena as "angel's halr™ fell on that
toun in 1554, we must admit that so striki
a resemblance seems fer from casual. [G
Another evident comparison may be suggested
with the three well-known photographs of a
typical Daylight Disc moving in the clouds
over Namur, Belgium, on June 5, 1855, snapped
by a Belgian postman. [G]

Can all this be mere coincidence?
Masclino da Fanicale's detailed painting
represent a "sign from Heaven," as Catholic
tradition says, or the UFO-related phenomenon
known today as "angel's hair"? In any case,
this painting of the 15th century might have
been inspired by a personal experience of its
author and not only by a detailed tradition,

after all, e shall rever know this, of
COUTrSE .

But we know that simllar aerial phenomena
wers reported in Italy during the 15th cen-
tury, also. For instance, let me quote Leone
Cobelli, an Italian historian of Forli:

Does

In that same year [1487], one day in
June, & beam of fire coming from Mount
Pogiolo was seen in the sky during the
night and it came touards Forli off the
walls of Ravaldino castle. . . . Then,
next morning, another of these beams of
fire appeared. It came from Mount Puzolo
and reached the sky just over the central
sguare in Forli. And all the inhabitants
of the town ssw dit. . . .

In that same year, one day in August,
a huge star appeared in the sky two hours
before dawn, coming from the mountalns
[Apennines] snd moving touards Ravenna
It floated in the alr just like & butter-
fly, and I saw it, too, with many other
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F-. IL MIRACOLO DELLE NEVE (THE MIRACULOUS SNOW FALL)
BY MASOLIND DA PANICALE
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inhabitants of Forli., I must say that
it seemed a cart wheal flying in the sky,
and its appearance lasted some minutes,
more or less the time during which a
miserers prayer may be said, Some people
nldtl'nyh!dnmltmﬂﬂwhulfm
nour before, over the mountalns. . . «

Interpret all this as "signs from Heaven," as
he wrote, or not, these are the eyewitness
accounts of Leone Cobelli as they are
reported in his Cronache Forlivesi (The Forli
Chronicle).

Sueh @ detailed description of a star-
liks, luminous flying object approaching the
and hovering over the town of Forll

and the nearby mountains for more than half
an hour not only involues multiple sightings
in the same reglon over a long period of
time; the object cbserved is also described
as a disc-shaped body, seemingly rotating
(like a "cart wheel") and flying erratically
("just like a butterfly"). Besides, tuo
Mheams of fire" or cylindrical luminous
objects had been previously reparted by night
as well as in broad daylight. Surely
Cobelli's accurate words as a witness do not
fit any known or anomslous phenomenon, except
the UFD phenomenon, and are not different
from what we may resd in today's UFD reports.

In any case, a 15th century artist woulo
not be able to hand doun to postarity such a
direct experience, since at that time
painters were allowed only to produce sacred
and not profane subjects. An artist's only
to insert a representation of such an event
in a sacred art subject. An ideal place
indeed for "slgns from Heaven"!

In our opinion, this is exactly what hap-
pened in another 15th century painting, "The
Madonna and Baby St. John," a nativity scene
attributed to the school of Fillppo Lippl, a
15th century Florentine painter. This paint-
ing was noticed by chance during a visit to
Palazzo Vecchio at Florence, in the Saturn
by @& young Italian architect, Mr.
Daniels Bedini. Look at it, in its uppar
right portion, he clearly notice the
presence of a lead-colored, egg-shaped flying
object in the sky, apparently in motion. As
Mr. Bedini underlires, "It is possible to
imagine the motion by the presence of bright
rays. The color of the rays is bright
'_Mllm, like wld. all around the dﬁ]!l.‘.t. and
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they almost suggest the direction of mation.
Thase factors are in contrast with the
complete steadiness of the rest of the
painting.” [H]

What could this object be? Since this is
a rativity scene inuolving the Virgin Mary
with both the baby Jesus and 5t. John (the
Baptist), could it be identified with the
Star of Hethlenem? The answer Is surely
negative, becsuse the miraculous star, as a
definite source of 1light, would have been
represented in guite a different way: as a
comet-like bright body, and not as an opague
one as in this case. As far as the sun is
concerned, We may observe it in the upper
left portion with small rays of sunlight
below it, clearly in a mystical meaning for
God and the Moly Trinity. But no atmospheric,
synbolic, mythological or mystical explana-
tion seems possible for the strange lead-
colored object surrounded by bright rays
hovering over the country in the landscape in
the upper right portion of this painting.

"The object,” Mr. Bedini comments, "is
being watched by a shepherd at the right of
the Madonna, drawn by the painter with his
right hand above his eyes looking at the
object with all his attention. Besides, it
is being watched by the shepherd's dog that
{s clearly barking, as happens in many cases
of UFD sighting reports."

As a matter of fact, the mysterious object
is affecting both human and animal reactions
in the background scene and no conventional
explanation seems possible for it, It is a
real enigma still to be solved. it is
gvident, however, that it has nothing to do
with the subject of this painting. And since
Filippo Lippi is to be consldered an expres-
sive but not compositive painter, his unknown
disciple's intention could be just to
communicate to the masses through his own
work a special personsl experience: UWas it
the sighting of the same unknown phenomenocn
we call today "unidentified flying objects"?

Today, all this shows that history, tradi-
tion and swven history of art are begimn to
support more and more what yesterday was st
a susplcion, and are revealing UFD-1lika
phenomena also in the
tumanistic comparative approach, if developed
successfully, may only confirm the inexpli-
cable nature of UFOs in space and time along
with the evidence of their unearthly origin,
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H. MADONNA AND CHILD AND INFANT ST. JOHN
WITH INSET Qﬁ%!m ENLARGEMENT OF STRANGE OBJECT IN UPPER RIGHT CORMER
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10.
1.
12.
13,

14,

15.

A DRANING OF THE OBJECT SEEN AT A
MISSION AT BOINAI, IN PAPUA NEW
GUINEA BY FATHER GILL AND OTHERS
OF THE MISSION ON JUNE 27m 1959.
THE UFO INVOLVED SEEMS VERY SINM-
ILAR TO THE STRANGE OBJECT IN THE
XVTH CENTURY PAINTING OF “THE
MADONNA AND CHILD AND INFANT

ST. JOMN. A MERE COINCIDENCE?
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