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EVIDENCE FOR UFOs IN THE ITALIAN PAST

ROBERTO PINOTTI

Today, when mess media stert talking about
UFOlugy, they wusually conmect it to the
SO-calleg "Ancient Astronaut" theory. As far
as | am concerned, In my books snd articles |
have aluays warned the public agalnst any
indiscriminate connection bDetween this stimu-
lating theory, which is ©bullt on some
interesting facts, but also on many
Ulscropunicivs, and the systemalic study of

hlstutical ducunents describing apparent Uf0s
In the past.

As ufoluglsts, we may be Interested in
this theory. But it is necessary to emphasize
Ltnat UFD researcn as soch  most try tp focus,
@oove all, on the nature of WO sightings erd
evidence tuday as well as in the past and not
on speculations, legends and archesological
anomalies in the Light of a0 a priori inter-
pretotion of history--the [dea that exlra-
terrestrial beings must have wvisited our
planul several times in the pout, OF Gl e,
tis is far from being  impussibles mevir the-
lese, the Anclent Astronaut theory, from a
sclentitic polot of view, still suffers from
a luck of suppurting evideece, since no
defindtive promt of extra=Lerrestrisl boter-
venLiun is avelloble ot present. but, on the
COnbraly, o du lwee sume histurlcol evidence
of UbU-Like geicriptions, also in Lhe past.
It is just o guestion of finding them ang
teydng to  interpret them, of Ler having
Compared them with today's LUFO evidgence., In
ltaly wur classical heritage makes this nea-
Lismanlstic appruscn pussible,

We  know thot even Ln Rowsn Lleees wwusual
ofial  plenumig  were Cepoited. The besl

anthology of such sightings is

Pr
Liber LI..E ’ﬁuf Frndigulfﬂ by%

histor who extracted
them frum the original works of Cicero, Titus
Livius, Seneca and many other well-known
Latin suthors. Most of these "prodigies” may
be explained today with natural or
atmospheric phenomeria, of course. But some

uf them still baffle any comwentional
explanation, Let ws mention just teo
examples from the 1552 ecltion In our
pussession;

when C. Marius and L. Valerius were
consuls, in Targuinia, a thing like

a flaming torch was seen in different
places falling suddenly from the sky,
Towards sunset, a circular flying ab-
ject, similar in its shape to a burning
“clypeus" [Lhe round shield used by
Roman legionaries)], was seen crossing
Lhe sky from west Lo east,

Tnis description of an wnknown aerial
phenomenan, which occurred in 98 B.C., is too
limited Lo permit us to interpret this event.
But what is strange here ls the use of the
term "clypeus,” the round, light Roman war
shield with a typical, semi-spherical rein-
forcemeni. structure at Its center; in other
words, an [deal representation of a domed
"daylight odisc" of today. Is this just a
cuincioence?

In the territory of Spoletum [Usbrial, a
globe of fire, golden In color, fell to
Lhe earth, and ascended into the sky,
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where It obscured the gisc of the sun
with fte Ledilisee, L turmed Losands
the eastorn quadrant ol the sky,

Tnis event occurred in B9 B.C., and its
description cannot be easily esplained in
terms of known nmatural phoenomenas, On the
colittary, a WO lading and Lukeul ! of Loday
would be reported with similai words.

A Roman sclentist, Pliny Utwe Cloer, Lried

tuo classify serial phenceens, In his
Naturulis historis (Natural History) e
ok s I hyhing Wociv." Lo s )

B Lompadas® { laages ), and "bol fdes® (1ot L)
as well as  "Lrabes dgnltee™ (Leoms ol tire).
Pliny stetegd Lhet UWUese [lying "beams of

flre"® used to appear and shine suddenly In
the sky (Book 2, Xxavl).

In Ovsequers' FProdiglorum Liber we £ing
several cases of such Lieams fire,"
Shouly we include them in  Pliny's
clossification 4s natural or astronomical
prenomena? This is a very difficult question

Lo answer, us Dr, Marta Luching Chionett) re-
marks In her graduation thesis (University of
Turin) sbout Conradus Lycosthenes (whose real
nane was Karl Wwolffnart), the 16Lh century
Cerman humanist who editeg Progigiorum Lioer,
integrating the lacunas in Uw uriyinal test
with quotations from tne originsl Latin
Sources a» well as with descriptions of
similat phenomeis that ocpurred in the Micdie
Aues ond even in his own time. *

As a wmatter of fact, na natural
esplanation seems to accuunt for events of
this king, For Instonce, Lycostnenes
mentions events like tne following one (page
S27): "In 1520 A.D. in England, ot vereford,
a colossal oeam of fire was seen in the sky,
Rpproscning the sarth, it buined meny  Lhiogs
with its heat. After this, it ascended inlo
the sky again and was seen to change its
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FLYING “"FIERY BEAM" FROM THE RENAISSANCE
EDITION OF PRODIGIORUM LIBER

shage into a circle of fire.® This
dewcription hus suruly nothing to do with any
ki natural phenomenon. On the contrary,
it sounds Llike the perfect replica of a UFD
nuar-landing In a typlcal close encounter of
:.II:_T :HI:I.‘.I'I.‘I kind -charscterized by thermal
i feCls, .

Other historical documents mention simllar
"beams of fire® in the 16th century. In
Berwenuto Cellini's autoblography we muy
read: "We sounted on horse, and we went
uickly towsrds Rome, At nightfall we had
fudihad the Ltop of a hill, and cesting a
pglance behind our bocks we buth cried out at
Ure: some time: "My Cod! What Is that huge
thing over Florence?' It was just like a
gigantic beam of fire, sparkling and shining.
« « 4" (from Benvenuto Cellini's Ls Vits,
Book 1, Chapter B9). Unfortunately, Cellini
does not glve us other detalls.

On October 7. 157, 410 years ago, @
famous historical event determined the
destiny of western civilization. Everybody is
avare of the declsive naval batile betuwewn
Cnristianity ana Islam in the waters of
Lepanto, in which ships of the Christlan
League destroyed the Turklsn Mlest; however,
only a few know of an Interesiing detall,
which we may read in the works of Father
Alberto Cuglielmotti, the official histarlan
of Lne Roman Pope's Navy.

In his words, "the night before the 21st
aof Seplesber a sign was seen in the sky, and
everybody considered it a miracle. The night
was quite calm and falr, with a fresh north
wind and all the stars clearly visible and
bright. Then suddenly,” Father Guglielsotti
wiote, according to the eyewitness accounts
reported by Sereno and Caracciolo, "a huge,
Flaming shining pillar of fire was seen . . .
crossing the night alr for a long time,
filling all the witnesses with great wonder.®

Father Cuglielmott] continues:

lqu.ur we know we must consider not only
wills-g'-the-wisp and St, Elmo's fires,
but also fire-balls and beams of Fire
like Lhis one as electric and pneumatic
punomena of the atmosphere typical and
frequent during susmer time; neverthe-
leus, all the uitnesses considered this
uf good omen, foreboding a great victory.
Trey thought that Lhe pillar of fire wes
showing them the way, gulding the Chris-
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tian fleot in the sea as in biblical
times it guideo the people of lsrael in
L dﬂ:-rl'.'r'-.. L

Curlously, Guglielmottl
event to the "“pillar of
enticipating certain ideas of
of  the Anclent Astronsut theary ., In any
case, we are facing only more or luss
detailed genersl oescriptions of such UFD-
like phenomena in the past, and this is not
enough, From a sclentific point of wview, we
teed more and mure convinelng vweldence,

connects  this
Flrue" of Exodus,
Lhe supporters

As we may see by observing the
Quantitative trend of UFD reparts In Italy,
our country experienced four blg UFO "wavesh
after the end of the Second World War, in a
real crescendo, The peak years were 1950,
1956, 1973 and 1976. In 1977, our UFD study
organization, Centro Ufoloylco Nazionale
(CUM), published the results of the first
computerized analysis of an  Itallan “wavoe,"
making wse of & catalogue of 356 UFD events
in 1954, The 1954 [tallan wove was parallel
to the well-known French one of that year,
but its Importance was ignared for years
abroad, and even now Internstional ufology is
rot aware of that Interesting budy of slight-
ings just for language reasons--in other
wards, because of mere transletion problems,

On October 27, 1954, in broad dayllght,
two Flying lunminous clgar-shaped objects that
wure followed by a sort of wnite and . cloudy
wake were observed by many Lnhabltants of
Prato (a suburu uf Florence) in Tuscany, and
in particular by the two landlords af the San
Marco Hotel, Cennaro Lucchettl ano Pletro
Lestruccl. Swiftly, after a 45 degree turn
In the sky, the tws UFDs howoed towarcd
Flarence silently, In o coupled flight
furmalion.

Just a Mew minutes later, In Florence, a
footbull nmatch wes Interrupted because of
UWls, The football teams of both Florence
and Plstols and the referee on the playing
fleld as well as the public, saw the two
saucer-like objects hovering over the
stadiuwm, In other parts of Lown, hundreos of
peogle saw "flying saucers" crossing the sky

in pairs. At the same time, as all newspaper
accounts reported and emphasizod, a strange

and woolly white substance, soft ang frayed,
fell down from the sky while Lhe mysterlous
objects were maneuvering high, As a 10-year-
uld pupil at thet time, [ still remember the
rools of Florence whitened by it,
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An engineering student at the Unlversity
of Florence, Alfredo Jacopozzi, put some
pleces of this substance inside a glass con-
tainer, sealed it, and carried it to the
Institute of Analytic Chemistry of the
University of Florence, Wnile on Lhe
outside, the suwstance was beginning to vola-
tice, Jocopozzl asked the ODirector of the
Institute, Prof, Glovanni Cannerl, to analyze
it, This wss the official result of the
microscople and spectrographic analyses made
Ly Prof. Cennerl and nis assistant, Prof,
Danllo Cozzl:
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Translaled:

It is a substance with a fibrous struce
ture, characterized by a remarkable
mechanical resistance to both traction
and torsion, Heat mskes it brown,
orlginuting & Musible and transparent
residue. This fusible residue proved
to be, from a spectrographic point of
vied, a conination of buron, silicon,
calclum and magnesium, Oy mere suppo-
sitlan, In the microchemical scale this
substance might be a baron-silicon glass.
But the absence of any oxygen molecule
in its chemical composition does not
suppart this hypothesis,
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Inis offlciul analysis of a wysterious
wubntance fallitg from the =ky in dilferent
sreas uf Tuscasny as UFDs were maneuvering is
still unkruown abroad, in spite of uhe fack
thet it Is mentioned by ltalisn ufologists in
their books. foday, after CUN's guantitative
Lumputer e enulysis, o devper research
shows that ouring the 1954 ltallan UFD wave,
we had st least 29 reported events involuving
the falling of this substance, known in
Engllsh-speaking countries as "angel's hair®
and  In France as "fils de ls vierge.," And
24 of them are assoclated with the presence
of  UF0s dn trwe  sky obove. 1o the Light of
this commcction, pernaps what we may read
sbout thls problem in NICAP's The WO
Fuloisnce, as well as in Allan Hendry's The
UF0 Handoook, and in Ronald Stary's The
Tncyc s of UF0s is tor from the last
wurd Jbuut tnis seemingly UU-related pheno-
senon. Here we have the catalogue of the
Wangel's luir® falls during the 1954 lwallan
UFD wawind

(Let me  thark Prof, Solas Boncompagni, Mr.
Pier Luigl Sani and all the other authors of
UFD in Itelis: L'Ongats del 1954 (UF0s in
Ttinly: The 1994 Sawe® , the Ttallan ulolu-
yists who pursued further CUN's original
corputerlzed  snalysis in  their oetalled
report Frum which these werlfied dats wwie
wablfaLted, )

Tres UMO fuidence lists 43 esanples of
Pampd's badr ww/or  gusseser talls,™ with
anly two Itallan cases (votn of 1954). Two
other well-knuwn wevents of  this kind from
Italy not irwoluing the presence of UFDs
pccurred In the same zone of the Adriatic
coast at Porto Caribalol on Noveaber 6, 1960,
afid ot Lomacchio on Detoler 18, 18966, In
this case, the natural origin of the sump les
Pvolved was sSuggested Ly GUhe 1esults ul
Lhiebl ohalysis ot  Lhe Unfversity of Bulogna,
guite gifferent from Prof, CLanneri's and the
Cela Mospital lab's conclusions.

This maans that at  lesst 27 lepurtant
angel's Nait cases were ignoied by NICAH any
in the United Ststes. No wonoer there iz a
Lenerally Aegative  attitude Dy tuday's
American ufologists facing this problem in
UFD researcn., Let ne emplasize again Lhat 24
of the 195 ltalian UFD uave cases were
ansoc lated with UFD sightings, while only 23
in tree 43 Llsted in The WU Evidence were
charscterized Ly concomitant UFD  pleiaaena,

Fimgill

Inis means, in my oplnion, that a nes
approach in the study of such cases seams Lu
be necessary in the USA. Surely splder webs
are not the only explanation for the so-
called angel's halr phenomenon.

On the contrary, facing the problem from a
statistical polnt of view, a comparison of
such phenomena from the French and Itallan
cases seems to indicate that events of this
king are assoclated with -the presence of
Saturn-shaped Daylight Discs maneuvering on
high along with the presence of at least one
biy cylindrical UFO.

I think ‘we must remember the classic
Dloron sighting of October 17, 1932, which
occurred in the southwest of France. At 12:50
p.m., a white flying cyllnder emitting a sort
of white smoke, followed by a gQroup of other
objects shaped like reddish spheres with
yellow rings all around, were seen by many
citizens, At the sam Lime, we had a classic
*angel's hair® fall. A science professor in
we local high school, Dr. Poulet, did not
succeed in analyzing the fallen substance
pefore it vasporized, but confirmed Ehose
fibers burned like cellophane when ignited.
[he Saturn-shaped objects hovered over the
area in palrs with zigzag movements, After
10 days, on October 27, all this appeared
over Gaillac (Tarn) followed by another
mangel's hair® fall. [C, AND FIGURE 2]

french authorities were wvery interested in
these casss since Lhey could suggeat Lhe
presence of gigantic carrier-like alrcraft
flying and maneuvering on high and launching
several disc-shaped "flylng saucers® in the
atmosphere for reconnaissance missions and
grouped flights in formation., Exactly luo
yeurs later, in Italy, the same thing
occurred. Once again we had "flying cigars”
ur cylindrical objects, as well as smaller
Suturn-shuped UF0s in formation. Alleged uFD
photographs (0] in the Italian press in 1954
seem to confirm all the eyewitness accounts
of this kind, as well as a 1966 phatographic
Case,

By mere chance, In 1969 CUN knew that a
Bologna bank official had photographed &
strange aerial phenomenon in September 1966.
He did not like to be intruded upon, but at
Last he aomitted he photographed two luminous
ot jects after sunset along the coast of
Cargano, an RAdriatic peninsula in southern
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